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Last year we saw one of the most significant
advances to date in cancer prevention re-
search with the discoveries from the land-
mark Breast Cancer Prevention Trial. This
study, a national clinical trial sponsored by
the NCI, found that the incidence of breast
cancer fell by 49 percent among women tak-
ing the anti-estrogen drug tamoxifen. Based
upon this finding, last October, the Food and
Drug Administration approved tamoxifen for
preventative use by women at risk for breast
cancer.

Through the Department of Defense, we
are also awarding $60 million in grants for
prostate cancer research. These grants are
funding innovative new studies to determine
the causes of prostate cancer, develop new
methods of prevention and detection, and
discover groundbreaking new treatments to
save lives. In addition, we have worked to
accelerate the approval process for new can-
cer drugs to ensure that cancer patients have
access to the latest and most effective treat-
ments, all while maintaining the highest of
safety standards.

Although these and other recent advances
are encouraging, we must not be complacent.
The occurrence of cancer is still too common,
and the suffering it causes is incalculable. As
we stand on the threshold of a new millen-
nium, let us draw strength from the successes
of the past and reaffirm our determination
to treat, prevent, and ultimately eradicate
cancer.

In 1938, the Congress of the United States
passed a joint resolution (52 Stat. 148; 36
U.S.C. 150) requesting the President to issue
an annual proclamation declaring April to be
‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’

Now, Therefore I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim April 1999 as Cancer
Control Month. I invite the Governors of the
50 States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Mayor of the District of Columbia,
and the appropriate officials of all other areas
under the American flag to issue similar
proclamations. I also ask health care profes-
sionals, private industry, community groups,
insurance and managed care companies, and
all other interested organizations and individ-
uals to unite in renewing our Nation’s com-
mitment to controlling cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 6, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register, on April 7.

Proclamation 7158—National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, 1999
April 1, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Children bring happiness to our lives and

hope to our future; they are our greatest joy
and our most important responsibility.
Whether as loving parents or concerned citi-
zens, we must do everything we can to nur-
ture them, protect them, raise them in an
atmosphere of love and respect, and create
for them an environment in which they can
grow into healthy, well-adjusted, and produc-
tive adults.

Tragically, however, statistics confirm that
not all of America’s children enjoy the bene-
fits of a safe, loving home. Instead, hundreds
of thousands of children each year suffer
abuse and neglect, most often at the hands
of their own parents or other family mem-
bers. The horrors of physical or emotional
trauma deny these young people their child-
hood, and our abused children carry the psy-
chological scars of their mistreatment
throughout their lives. Worse yet, for some—
particularly those under 3 years old—the
abuse they endure is fatal.

My Administration is committed to pro-
moting effective policies and innovative pro-
grams to protect children from harm and to
mitigate the stresses on families that can ig-
nite violence in the home. We have imple-
mented a comprehensive agenda that in-
cludes increased funding at the State level
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to ensure that maternal and child health pro-
grams are expanded to include child protec-
tion, family preservation, and support; we
have released prevention grants for commu-
nity-based family services in all 50 States; and
we have worked with the Congress to pass
the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997,
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994, and the National Child
Protection Act of 1993, all of which support
child abuse prevention efforts in State and
local jurisdictions.

Yet government programs alone cannot
prevent child abuse. As a society that cares
about the health and well-being of our chil-
dren, we must forge caring, cooperative alli-
ances that include government as a partner,
but also involve schools, community organi-
zations, businesses, religious groups, and es-
pecially parents and family members them-
selves—indeed, everyone who has a stake in
the future of American families. During this
special month, as we focus our Nation’s at-
tention on the disturbing problem of child
abuse, let us remember that behind every
heartbreaking statistic is a child whose
health, happiness, and future depend on our
ability to recognize the signs of abuse and
our refusal to tolerate abuse in our homes
and communities.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 1999 as Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month. I call
upon all Americans to observe this month by
demonstrating our gratitude to those who
work to keep our children safe, and by taking
action in our own communities to make them
healthier places in which children can grow
and thrive.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 6, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 7.

Remarks on the National Economy
and Kosovar Refugees and an
Exchange With Reporters

April 2, 1999

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I
would like to make some fairly brief com-
ments today about the situation in Kosovo
and the humanitarian issue, and also about
the good news today we received on the do-
mestic economy. Let me make the economic
remarks first, and then I will talk about
Kosovo and refer to the folks from the ad-
ministration who are here to my right.

As I think all of you know by now, it was
reported today that last month the unem-
ployment rate in the United States dropped
to 4.2 percent, the lowest in this long expan-
sion and the lowest monthly unemployment
rate the United States has enjoyed since
1970. This is also an expansion that is wid-
ening the circle of opportunity. We had,
among other things in this last monthly re-
port, the lowest Hispanic unemployment rate
ever recorded. Now we know also that real
wages went up last year at the highest rate
in two decades.

Now, these economic indicators are more
than just economic indicators; they mean
wider opportunity and a better chance for
millions of Americans to have stronger fami-
lies and give their children a better chance.
It is a reminder of the gains we have made
because we have done the right things eco-
nomically for the long run.

And now we must act to extend that pros-
perity. That means, among other things, we
have to be very, very smart about how we
deal with the question of the surplus. In the
coming months, I will continue to insist that
a substantial portion of the surplus—the ma-
jority—as I have outlined since the State of
the Union, be set aside in a way that will
save Social Security and Medicare and will
enable us to pay down the debt, to keep in-
terest rates low, to keep investment high, to
keep this economy going.
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